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Introduction

Set E of Diamond Books comprises 6 books to help 5-6
year olds to read on their own. They are colour coded
yellow to show at a glance the intended age group.
Reading the books to children first and discussing the
illustrations and maps is recommended initially and
playing games with the word cards (see pages 11-23) to
familiarise children with the vocabulary of each book.

Based on stories from the books of Exodus and Joshua
in the Bible, these books can help children to learn
about the awesome power of God and choices that
were made. The stories are condensed so as to keep
the vocabulary simple enough for young children to
read for themselves. Again we would advocate that,

if a child stumbles on reading more than five words
incorrectly in a given book, then more work needs to
be given to help a child learn the vocabulary of it first.
Fun word games can help a child learn the needed
words (see page 11).

More grammar tips are introduced in this series to
include the naming of an adjective and verb and the
use of speech marks for when someone is talking in a
text. Also, the plural rule for words ending in s, X, ch and
sh is introduced. A new adaption of a spelling rule is
also shown.

Overview of Diamond Books

Key Stage Set Subject Of Set
G Cregtion

All four contemporary characters appear in this series,
sometimes with their parents, at the beginning and end
of each of the books.

The books build on the vocabulary of Sets B, C and D,
which have many frequently used words that children
will also find in other reading books. The first book
introduces the endings ‘ing’ and the three sounds of
‘ed’. The other books emphasise clusters of letters
that are pronounced with the name of each of the

five vowels: pronounced ‘ay’, ‘ee’, ‘I, ‘'oh” and ‘you’,
including a single vowel letter that is pronounced

as its names when a word ends in a silent ‘e’, Other
letter combinations that relate to these include ‘af’,
‘ay’, ‘el and ‘eigh’ in E2; ‘e€’, ‘ed’(2), ‘ie’ and ‘Y’ in the

E3 book; ‘igh’; ‘oe’, ‘oa” and ‘ow’(2) in E4; and ‘ue’, ‘ew’,
‘00’(2) and the ‘ou’ letters in E6. All these are pictorially
represented on the yellow Set E poster (which can also
be downloaded from the website
www.diamondbooks.org.uk).

The vocabulary is cumulative so the books are best
read in the order of 1-6.
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Special People

Jesus the Hero

Age Group No. Of Books
3-4s (for reading to) 8
4-5s (independent) 8
6-7s (independent) 16
7+ struggling readers 16

2 @ TheMiacle Worker __7-8s(independent) 8
2 @ Christiansin Action ___7-8s(independert 6
2 @  Winners 8 9s(independent 9
. 2 00 The King 8-9s (independent) 2

Each age group is identified by a different rainbow colour on the Diamond Books logos, on the book covers, on
the box and on the additional resources (including the downloadable ones on the website).

Purchase available titles at

diamondbooks.org.uk



More About Diamond Books

This series of books majors on the two key people that God
used for His purposes in getting the Israelites near and into
Canaan (the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).
It also shows the journeyings of the Israelites and God’s
intervention to give them and the rest of mankind rules and
commandments to live by. Today’s children may not even
be aware that God exists let alone him being involved in the
mundane day to day happenings. God’s plans to bless their
lives with order and freedom, as they learn to obey God’s
ways of doing things, may come as a surprise to some!

These books were a delight to write, although keeping

the vocabulary simple enough for 5-6 year olds was still
challenging. Having trialled them in several schools with the
help of Elizabeth McAsey and Janet Evans (who were also
involved with the honing processes) we felt that an average
5-6 year old reader could master them, while those who were
slower at developing reading skills could enjoy learning the
vocabulary of each book with games and relating to the
stories through the illustrations. Giving children a taster of the
story through it being read to them first, we found helped to
whet their interest. The stories have been briefly told so as to
keep the simplicity of reading about them intact.

We hope that children reading these stories may be
challenged themselves and provoked to think about the
lifestyle of these historical people. The contemporary
characters again help today’s children to respond and identify
with the stories if only in part.

Diana Shimon, the artist from Israel (the land that provides
the setting for these stories) has been able to approach and
do the lovely illustrations with a sensitive, loving eye for detail.
In this series, she has had the added challenge of drawing the
maps that help children with their geography and basic ideas
of places and countries that they can begin to be aware of in
the Middle East.

May many 5-6 year olds (and older ones who would read
these books) be thoroughly blessed by learning about the
great God of miracles who did and provided so much for the
Israelites as they lived in so many different places, possibly
feeling like refugees at times.

Carole Leah
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More phonic boxes are shown on
page 2 of each book, introducing

a few much used endings

and different combinations of
phonics relating to the names of
the 5 vowels. These are shown

on a poster which can also be
downloaded from this website (the
miniature format of it being shown
on p8 of this Handbook). Simple
grammar tips are also on this page
together with a spelling tip shown in
pictorial form.
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Special Features

This set of books focuses on the lives of the early Israelites, tracing their
life in Egypt, their journeyings in the desert wildernesses and their arrival in
Cannan (that was promised them by God - see Set D). There is a focus on
two characters, Moses and Joshua who were instrumental in leading the
Israelites through the challenging years.

There is some repetition of phrases and words to help children learn the
sometimes challenging words, especially the names of people and places,
as well as the words associated with the various plagues in Egypt. Again,
many names have a vowel in them that is pronounced by its name, and
shown here in bold e.g. Egypt, Canaan, Moses and Joshua. These more
challenging words have their ‘name’ letters shown in bold in the new words

sections of pages 12-23.

On page 3 of
each book, simple
maps are shown
of relevant places
mentioned in
each story. The
information on -
these maps T
develops with each
book so again it is
recommended that
the books are read in
the order of 1-6 to see this
map development.
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A colourful, bold memory verse
relating to each of the stories is
found near the end of each book.
This develops a child’s interest
and knowledge of the Bible and
when memorised (together with its
reference) can thus be added to
their memory bank for life.

Activity practise sheets can also be
downloaded from the website to
facilitate and consolidate the
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various reading and grammar
emphases of this series. These are
for a child’s enjoyment and learning
as they relax and can recall what
they have read!

Fonis

Care has been taken to use the
reader friendly font of

Sassoon Primary Std. that can
benefit young children with its slight
slope, except in the sounds and
words shown with the pictures (with
yellow boxes round them) on p2
where the Sassoon Primary Infant
font has been used which helps with
the writing process that 5-6 year
olds are mastering.




Reading, Grammar and Spelling Tips

b c d flg h jllk Ll m n pllq rls |t Vw x y  z

B C D F G H J K L M N P Q R ST VW X Y Z

Ensure that a child knows the sounds of the pairs of letters as well as their names.

Grammar Tips

€Ca? €,

To make plurals of words ending in ‘s’, ‘X,

‘ch” or “sh” add ‘es’ on the end: A word that tells about a noun is called an
bus - buses, fox - foxes, bench - benches, adjective: a big dog, a red bag.
dish - dishes.
Speech marks are used when someone is An action word is called a verb: We go to
talking: “I am here,” he said. the shop.

A Spelling Tip

Look - Cover - Write - Check

An added extra to the spelling tip of Set D is saying the word to be spelt. Encourage
children to get into the new habit of not only looking at a word to be learnt but to say it
aloud as this will further develop their memory skills.

So a word is written for a child on a vertical strip of paper, which is to be looked at and said
aloud. Then the part of the paper that has the word on it is folded down so it cannot be
read by the child. Then, from memory the child attempts to write the word correctly and

then to check it with the original word. See below for the visual explanation.

Look Say Cover Write Check
Moses 7 Moses v
Moses // 4
= is' X
/’ Q. 1‘*\ °5|5
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Training a child in the right
ways to live is vital. Speaking
aloud and memorising key
verses from the Bible are very
important as children develop
faith. As the writer of Proverbs
wrote: Train children how to live
right, and when they are old
they will not change. (Proverbs
22:6). King David said to God, |
have taken your words to heart
so | would not sin against you.
(Psalm 119:11). Encouraging
children to memorise Scripture
can benefit them throughout
their lives.

On various pages, near the
end of each book, there is a
Bible verse, with its reference,
connected with the book’s
theme, to memorise. Each
has been specially chosen

Bible Memory Verses

to minister to a child’s heart
and bring them closer to God,
as they read, e.g. Be strong

in the Lord and in his great
power. (Ephesians chapter 6:10)
This coloured Bible verse and
reference are highlighted for a
child to learn.

Memorising can be done in a

creative and enjoyable way, e.g.:

» Use a fun musical jingle.

* Read aloud the verse and
reference to a child. Then read
them aloud together. Then
take short phrases to learn a
bit at a time, until the whole
verse and its reference can be
remembered. Make it fun!

* The verse and reference can
be written out in large letters,
then cut up between the

Bible Facts

words to form a jigsaw that
can be put together and the
words learned.

Each word in the verse and

its reference can be written

in large letters on separate
pieces of paper or card and
used with a group of children.
The children have to decide
how to put the words in the
right order on the floor (e.g. at
Sunday School or a Holiday
Club). Then they can each hold
one of the words as they stand
in a line to show the whole
verse and reference.

(These are to share with children, to be used alongside the Bible verses shown in bright
colours near the end of each book to develop a greater knowledge of the Bible. Each of the
6 Facts corresponds with each of the 6 books in this series.)

1 The book of Exodus is the second book of the Bible in the Old Testament.

2 Most of the Psalms in the Bible are songs that King David sang and prayed.

3 The middle verse of the Bible is found among the 150 Psalms of the Bible. This is Psalm
118, verse 8: It is better to trust the Lord than to trust people.

4 Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Bible in the Old Testament.

5 The book of Jeremiah is the 24th book of the Bible in the Old Testament.

6 Joshua is not only the name of the person who led the Israelites into Canaan but also
the name of the 6th book of the Bible in the Old Testament that he probably wrote.



Letter Endings Poster

There is a version of a poster that you can download
from the website.
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A Diamond to Colour - a reading record

Name:

The photocopiable reading record, with the series’” colour and
book number, is for use by an adult to identify books that have
been read by a child. A particular book reference can be coloured
in once a child has read that book.

Alternatively / in addition, a child could be given this record
of the books which they can colour in section by section after
reading each book.



Vocabulary List of Key New Words not used

in previous Diamond Books series

(including words from the Bible memorisation verses, page 2 and back cover phrases -

Book 1

Book 2

Book 3

Book 4

Book 5

Book 6

all in alphabetical order for each book).

The bold red words are some of the new frequently-used words in this series

that young children read.

Aaron, AM, Angel, angry, asked, basket, book, boys, brother, bush, care, daughter, desert,
Exodus, face, fire, from, hid, hitting, how, How, if, into, Israelite, Israelites, Jethro, just,
killed, led, lived, map, Miriam, Moses, next, older, palace, please, power, princess, rid,
river, sister, speak, where

ash, Ask, Big, blood, boils, dark, die, farm, fields, firstborn, flies, Forgive, frogs, Get, gifts,
gnats, ground, hail, hand, hit, lamb, let, Let, locusts, oldest, pass, Pray, Put, safe, same,
sin, Stay, still, things, three, today, toss, worship

across, any, arrows, bed, behind, call, catch, chariots, cloud, David, east, Egyptians, fast,
horses, joy, King, Lift, likes, morning, moved, Red, sang, saved, Sea, Stand, stick, story,
stuck, these, walls, wet, wheels, wind

anything, blast, box, broke, calf, can’t, commandments, Deuteronomy, Don’t, done,
forgives, given, god, gods, gold, helper, Honour, is, lies, live, long, marry, meet, Mount,
mountain, murder, must, name, obey, Obey, only, Only, onto, or, ready, Rest, right,
rules, Rules, Sinai, special, stones, take, Ten, teacher, trumpet, week, why, Why, wrong,
your, yours

Almighty, be, because, Caleb, does, drink, end, father, feet, gets, fights, forgive, grumble,
grumbled, grumpy, Grumpy, hands, held, Help, Hur, Jeremiah, Joshua, led, manna, meat,
now, quails, received, rest, rock, six, So, thinks, Two, What, When, wood

Ai, also, amazing, before, bronze, dry, find, forget, found, house, Jericho, Like, miracle,

miracles, priests, Rahab, read (e), red, rope, round, shout, shows, silver, stood, Take, That,
trumpets, Twelve, use, Walk, Who, window, won, Yes
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Use of Flashcards and Games

There are several pages in this handbook of the new words introduced in each book (see pages 12-23)
that can be enlarged and used for games or to simply show to children on a daily basis to help them
remember them. As there are quite a lot of new words in each book, the list of words has been divided
into two. In addition, a tiny reference has been inserted at the bottom right hand corner of each word
box, e.g. E3, the E referring to the set of the book and the number 3 referring to the number of the book
in the series for easy reference. The letters in words that are pronounced as letter names are shown in
bold. This can act as a reminder to children that some words have a silent ‘e’ in them which alters the
letter sound of the previous vowel.

To help with learning all the words of a book, a ‘Pairs’ game can be used with two or more players with
the words from each of the books shown on pages 12-23. The batch of words of a particular book will
need duplicating and then the words can be used in various ways as they are mixed up and placed face
down on a table or floor. Children have to find pairs of words as they turn over two cards at a time. This
also helps with memory skills to find the pairs.

Another simple game is ‘Spot the Word’ which is best used with two or more children. Words are
randomly spread out, face up, showing all the words of a particular batch. A word is called out by an
adult and the first to find it keeps the card. Then another word is called out until the game finishes
(when concentration wanes or a set time is over). The player with the most cards is the winner!

‘Sorting’ all the words according to which letter the words begin with is another helpful exercise. (see
alphabet list below which can be photocopied and placed in a long line). Each word can then be put
under the right group of letters.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg
Hh Ti Jj Kk LI Mm Nn
Oo Pp Qg R Ss Tt Uu

Vv Ww Xx Yy <2z

11



New Words from E1

A -
~ Aaron | AM | Angel | basket | book
boys brother bush daughter desert
Exodus face fire Israelite Israelites

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E1

e S e S
angry asked care From hid
hitting how How if into
just killed led lived next
older please rid speak where

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E2

e B S S
ash blood Boils farm fields
flies frogs gifts gnats ground
hail hand lamb locusts sin
things three

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E2

e B S S
Ask Big dark die firstborn
Forgive Get hit let Let
oldest pass Pray put safe
same Stay still today toss
worship

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E3

A -
arrows bed chariots cloud David
Egyptians horses King Life morning
Rea Sea Stand stick story
walls wheels wind

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E3

T e e = Ty ey
. across | any | behind | call | catch
. east fast joy . likes ¢ moved !
. sang | saved | stuck | these | wet

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E4

e B
 blast box calf commandments
Deuteronomy Don’t god gods
gold helper m Honour Is m lies
Mount mountain name Obey Only
Rest rules Rules m Sinai stones
Ten m teacher trumpet m week Why

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E4

e B S S
anything broke can’t done forgives
given live long marry meet
murder must obey only onto
or ready right special take
why wrong your yours

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E5

e B S S
Almighty Caleb drink end father
feet gets Grumpy hands Help
Hur m Jeremiah m Joshua manna m meat
quails m rock m Six Two m What
When m wood m m

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E5

e =
be because does drink fight
forgive grumble grumbled grumpy Grumpy
held led now received rest
So thinks

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Words from E6

e B St S
_ Ai house Jericho Like miracle
miracles priests Rahab rope shows
stood Take m That trumpets Walk
Who window m Yes m Twelve What

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

22



New Words from E6

T e e = Ty ey
.~ also | amazing | before | bronze | dry
. find | forget | found | read | red |
.~ round | shout | silver : use i won |

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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